S986

engaging police with area families and youth
through shopping for gifts and necessities.

‘“Bill, being a huge supporter of the mis-
sion of the police department to build rela-
tionships with the community and the chil-
dren, has been instrumental in affecting
many, many lives in this community posi-
tively by either financial support or being
there to support our efforts,” said Paducah
Police Chief Brandon Barnhill, a friend of his
for many years.

Usher’s support of the department began
when he initiated an annual fundraiser in
support of the program in the 1990s. His ef-
forts remained largely anonymous until the
early 2000s, when he became a member of the
Christmas Cops board.

“Whether it was financial or moral, he was
always there in a supporting nature,”
Barnhill said. ‘‘He was a big driving force be-
hind much of what we do during the Christ-
mas season. He was a well-grounded indi-
vidual, and he stayed true to his principles.
He would give you the shirt off his back if
that’s what it took, and that’s putting it
lightly.”

A healthy community with thriving indi-
viduals was Usher’s goal, believing connec-
tions and relationships were key to achiev-
ing it.

‘““He fully understood the value of men-
toring and fostering a positive relationship
with the police and youth,” said Stacey
Grimes, retired assistant chief of criminal
investigations with the Paducah Police De-
partment. “We’re not always arresting peo-
ple or writing tickets, and he wanted them
to see us in a different light.”’

Grimes met Usher in 1994 at a Christmas
Cops fundraiser, then called Shop with a Cop.

‘““‘He and his wife didn’t want any praise or
publicity for hosting the fundraiser,”” Grimes
said. ‘“‘He was extremely humble and was
probably the most benevolent man that I've
ever met. He never sought praise for what he
did, not even a pat on the back.”

‘““He always worked everything behind the
scenes. His work helped ensure the program
is sustainable for the future. Because of what
Bill set up, I think it will be there for gen-
erations to come.”

Usher’s friends agree that helping others
was always his top priority.

“The hardest part of this is that we will
never know how many lives Bill has posi-
tively affected,”” Barnhill said. ‘“But we do
know there are many, many out there. It’s
just the person that he was.”’

—————

TRIBUTE TO LESLIE PROLL

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I would
like to recognize Leslie Proll, the di-
rector of policy for the NAACP Legal
Defense and Educational Fund, Inc., for
her years of excellent public service as
she begins a new chapter in her career.
Since 1998, Leslie has served as policy
director at LDF, where she has advo-
cated for the organization’s policy and
legislative priorities. She has brought
her expertise to bear on advancing im-
portant Federal civil rights legislation
and advocating for well-qualified, di-
verse nominees to serve in our Federal
judiciary and the executive branch.

My staff has worked closely with her
over the years, and she has been stead-
fast and unwavering in her commit-
ment to civil rights. Leslie provided in-
valuable support when Congress reau-
thorized the Voting Rights Act in 2006
and passed the Lilly Ledbetter Fair
Pay Act in 2009. Her contributions to
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these two critical legislative initia-
tives, along with the civil rights com-
munity, proved instrumental in mov-
ing these two bills through Congress.

Leslie has been an effective and tire-
less advocate in promoting diversity in
our Federal judiciary so that our
courts are more representative of the
citizenry they serve. Our justice sys-
tem has been made a better one be-
cause of her contributions. I commend
Leslie for her years of service and wish
her the best as she moves forward in
her career.

——————

CONFIRMATION OF ROBERT
CALIFF

Mr. GRAHAM. Mr. President, I ask
my colleagues to join me in congratu-
lating Dr. Robert Califf on his con-
firmation today as Food and Drug Ad-
ministration, FDA, Commissioner. Dr.
Califf is a well-respected cardiologist
that hails from Anderson, SC,—very
close to where I grew up. He has served
our country and its medical needs in a
variety of capacities. As a faculty
member and professor at Duke Univer-
sity, he founded the Duke Clinical Re-
search Institute and served as vice
chancellor for clinical research. In ad-
dition to his accomplishments during
his tenure at Duke, he is an active
member of several professional organi-
zations, including committees of the
Institute of Medicine of the National
Academies and the FDA.

In 2015, Dr. Califf was named Deputy
Commissioner for Medical Products
and Tobacco for the FDA. In this role,
Dr. Califf is responsible for overseeing
and directing the Center for Drug Eval-
uation and Research, the Center for
Devices and Radiological Health, and
the Center for Tobacco Products. He
also oversees the Office of Special Med-
ical Programs.

The broad bipartisan support for Dr.
Califf’s nomination is testament to his
strong, transparent Ileadership and
record of advancing medical break-
throughs. The FDA has been operating
without a confirmed Commissioner for
the past year, and I applaud the Sen-
ate’s confirmation of Dr. Califf. I look
forward to working with Dr. Califf as
he brings his expertise to addressing
challenges facing the FDA and our Na-
tion.

——
VOTE EXPLANATION

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, today
the Senate voted on the confirmation
of Dr. Robert Califf to serve as Com-
missioner of Food and Drugs, Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services.
While I was unable to vote today, I
would have supported Dr. Califf’s nomi-
nation, just as I supported proceeding
to cloture on his nomination in Mon-
day evening’s vote.

The Food and Drug Administration
has lacked a permanent Commissioner
for almost a year, despite its role over-
seeing the safety of 25 percent of goods
sold in the United States, including
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food, drugs, medical devices, cosmetics,
and vitamin supplements.

I believe that Dr. Califf, a Duke car-
diologist and clinical trial researcher
endorsed by over 100 physician and pa-
tient groups, is well qualified to over-
see this critical mission.

I look forward to working with Dr.
Califf to implement key public health
priorities, including examining ways to
tackle rising prescription drugs prices,
improve clinical trials, and combat the
opioid epidemic.

(At the request of Mr. REID, the fol-
lowing statement was ordered to be
printed in the RECORD.)
® Mrs. MCCASKILL. Mr. President, I
was necessarily absent for today’s vote
on the nomination of Robert McKinnon
Califf to be Commissioner of Food and
Drugs, Department of Health and
Human Services.

I would have voted nay.e

————
BUDGET SCOREKEEPING REPORT

Mr. ENZI. Mr. President, I wish to
submit to the Senate the budget
scorekeeping report for February 2016.
The report compares current law levels
of spending and revenues with the
amounts provided in the conference re-
port to accompany S. Con. Res. 11, the
budget resolution for fiscal year 2016.
This information is necessary to deter-
mine whether budget points of order lie
against pending legislation. It has been
prepared by the Republican staff of the
Senate Budget Committee and the Con-
gressional Budget Office, CBO, pursu-
ant to section 308(b) of the Congres-
sional Budget Act, CBA.

This is the second scorekeeping re-
port for this calendar year but the
sixth report I have made since adoption
of the fiscal year 2016 budget resolution
on May 5, 2015. My last filing can be
found in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD on
January 11, 2016. The information con-
tained in this report is current through
February 22, 2016.

Table 1 gives the amount by which
each Senate authorizing committee is
below or exceeds its allocation under
the budget resolution. This informa-
tion is used for enforcing committee
allocations pursuant to section 302 of
the CBA. Over the fiscal year 2016-2025
period, which is the entire period cov-
ered by S. Con. Res. 11, Senate author-
izing committees have spent $147.9 bil-
lion more than the budget resolution
calls for.

Table 2 gives the amount by which
the Senate Committee on Appropria-
tions is below or exceeds the statutory
spending limits. This information is
used to determine points of order re-
lated to the spending caps found in sec-
tion 312 and section 314 of the CBA. On
December 18, 2015, the President signed
H.R. 2029, the Consolidated Appropria-
tions Act, 2016, P.L. 114-113, into law.
This bill provided regular appropria-
tions equal to the levels set in the Bi-
partisan Budget Act of 2015, P.L. 114-74,
specifically $548.1 billion in budget au-
thority for defense accounts, revised
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